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REVIEW: ElImer Iseler Singers bring
'tapestry of song' to Barrie
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The Elmer Iseler Singers performed Saturday at Hiway Pentecostal Church in Barrie. | Images supplied
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The following review was submitted to BarrieToday by Helga McPhie.

As autumn’s leaves reveal a glorious tapestry throughout our area, the Elmer Iseler
Singers revealed their own magnificent tapestry of song Saturday evening at Hiway
Pentecostal Church in the premiere concert of the Barrie Concert Association.
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Lydia Adams, their distinguished conductor of 27 years and recipient of many awards,
including the Order of Canada, deftly led the 22 excellent singers with ease and grace,
energy and force, and always with great heart.

She is not only a champion of Canadian choral music but is dedicated to the education of
emerging choral artists, and many Barrie-area choristers benefited from her mission in an
afternoon workshop co-ordinated by Leanne Edwards and led by Lydia and the EImer
Iseler Singers.

As one such eager chorister, | found myself singing beside professional choristers, high
school singers, community and church choir members, all listening and learning from
Lydia’s insightful pointers as we strove to unite in song and heart. The two pieces
rehearsed together were presented as the performance’s finale, and the full choir’s
resounding rendition of We Rise Again, arranged by Lydia, was an experience | will not
soon forget.

Throughout the evening performance, Lydia taught the audience as well in her easy and
brief introductions to each piece of music, allowing us to hear and connect with greater
understanding and emotion.

And what a repertoire we heard! This tapestry of song began with a strong and joyous Cum
Sancto Spiritu by Bach with glorious and counterpointed harmonies and accompanied so
skilfully by Shawn Grenke at the piano.

Next was another masterpiece, but a modern one, Ave Verum by Peter Togni, which in his
unique style, showcased the choir’s clarity and precision of voice and timing, at times
solemn and haunting, then light and ethereal, resolving in an exquisite ‘amen’.

We heard lush harmonies in Eriks Esenvalds and Eleanor Daley. We heard a beautiful
Ukrainian melody, which allowed a pure and lovely soprano voice to soar above the
anchoring chorus as a tribute to the power of the human spirit.

In Thomas A. Dorsey'’s Precious Lord, Lydia moulded and shaped the choir’s jazz sound
with each hand movement.

In Sun on Water by Hussein Janmohamed, we heard Muslim chant and felt the sun rising in
a glorious crescendo of volume and harmony.

We heard familiar folk tunes with a twist. Emily Taub, a current T. Chestnutt Choral Scholar,



conducted her own arrangement of Frobisher Bay, delicately balancing harmony and vocal
effects as we shivered at the blowing arctic winds.

We also heard a gently flowing river in the interplay of voices in Lydia’s lovely arrangement
of Robert Burns's Flow Gently, Sweet Afton.

And amidst this wonderful celebration of music was an appropriate choral tribute to Bruce
Owen, founder of the Barrie Concert Association and dear friend of the Elmer Iseler
Singers. Lydia introduced An Die Musik by Franz Schubert, with gratefulness for the
richness of music and in fond memory of Bruce.

There are not words enough to describe the diversely colourful tapestry of this choir’s
musical offering, from individual exquisite solos to glorious harmonies, allowing us to feel
beyond words to the heart-driven language of music.

Thank you, Lydia and the Elmer Iseler Singers, for sharing your gift.
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